University of Canterbury Alumni, Malaysia – UCAM

(Registration No:  1447)


27 April 2009
INVITATION TO BECOME A UCAM MEMBER
Dear UC Alumni Friends in Malaysia,
The University of Canterbury (UC) and UCAM are very interested in reaching out and maintaining closer relationships with the large number of UC Alumni in Malaysia, and both the UC and UCAM would like to encourage all of the UC Alumni around Malaysia to join UCAM.
In addition to having a category for Ordinary Members, and a category for Life Members, UCAM also has a category for Associate Members.
Associate Members “are persons who have expressed an interest in joining UCAM, and who, in the view of the Committee, could contribute to the enhancement of the objectives of UCAM, may be considered Associate Membership”. 

Some examples are persons who have attended courses of whatever duration at the UC, and parents of students that are studying at the UC, as the parents may be interested to join UCAM.
Establishment Of UCAM
The University of Canterbury Alumni, Malaysia (UCAM) was established in October 2002 for the following aims and objectives:-
· To establish and maintain contact among all Malaysian graduates of the University of Canterbury (UC) in Malaysia and overseas.

· To maintain regular and continuous relationships with the University of Canterbury.

· To provide a forum for the exchange of ideas.

· To organize educational, social and cultural activities.

· To promote, extend and deepen international understanding and goodwill amongst members.

The UC has been very supportive towards UCAM, and visiting Malaysia, and for several years now, we have been receiving annual visits from senior delegations, including the Chancellor, the Vice Chancellor, and other senior UC Management, and they have tentatively informed us that they will be visiting Kuala Lumpur on 15 and 16 August 2009.
The UC contributed some initial funding to UCAM, and the UC and UCAM exchange Alumni information, to progressively update and maintain our respective databases. 
UCAM’S Intention To Employ A Part-Time Executive Officer
The UC has also agreed to some modest funding towards UCAM employing a part-time Executive Officer.
UCAM has its own website (with over 600,000+ hits to-date), and a computer.
UCAM is also willing to consider assisting Malaysians who want to further study in New Zealand, to be provided with information on what to expect on the campus life in the University of Canterbury, options of accommodation, study loans or scholarships from the UC, etc.

This information should eventually be able to be found in the UCAM website, which will be maintained regularly, and to provide current information on the University, and Malaysians could seek assistance from UCAM through sending requests directly to the UCAM email address or the website.

UC Alumni In Malaysia
The UC is proud that there are many thousands of UC Alumni in South East Asia, with a very considerable number in Malaysia. 
A very considerable number of Alumni have been “lost” over the years, as they have moved on, without providing their current addresses.
There are approaching 1,000 Alumni on the UC’s current list, and 431 Alumni have email addresses with the UC and UCAM.
We are working very closely with the UC, to contact all UC Alumni in Malaysia, with the objective of encouraging UC Alumni that “are on the current list” and whom we are currently contacting, to email to UCAM with the addresses of other UC Alumni friends who “may not be on the current list”, to enable us to steadily reach out and keep building and enhancing the total UC Alumni list in Malaysia.
Entrance Fee And Membership Fees (Ordinary Members, Associate Members, And Life Members)
It was a very important step that the founding Committee formally incorporated UCAM, as a national organization, and therefore, and Entrance Fee and Membership Fees were included into the “Rules of UCAM”.
It is now time for UCAM to employ a part-time Executive Officer, and to coordinate a range of regular events.

As we move forward, the Committee intends to review the Entrance Fee and Membership Fees.

However, we want to encourage all of the UC Alumni in Malaysia to join UCAM, and therefore, when you receive this email, we would like to recommend that you complete all of the information in the Membership Form, for joining UCAM, and register with UCAM, but holding back on sending in the payments for the Entrance Fee and Membership Fees, until the matter has been reviewed.

In other words, UCAM will be coordinating a number of events, and while moving forwards, we would like to reach out to all UC Alumni to become UCAM Members, or send in your expressions of interest.
Some of the events being arranged by UCAM, and other events organized by the Malaysia New Zealand Chamber of Commerce (MNZCC - formerly known as the Malaysia New Zealand Business Council) – whom UCAM Members are invited to attend, are as follows:-
	30 January 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks at Jarrod & Rawlins – alternating between the Ampang Point and Damansara Heights venues. Other venues such as RSGC, are also used from time to time.



	6 February
	Waitangi Day Celebrations organized by the MNZCC.


	16 February 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks.


	Late February
	MANZA Gala Dinner – charity event.


	27 March 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking.


	24 April 2009
	MANZA, MNZCC, MABC ANZAC DAY Drinks. 


	25 April 2009
	ANZAC Day Dawn Service, and ANZAC Day Golf Tournament.



	1 May 2009 (held every year)
	Hannah Azizuddin Challenge Trophy at the Clearwater Sanctuary Resort, Perak. Teams for this competition are from the combined All New Zealand Universities Alumni which includes UCAM, the MNZCC and Clearwater Sanctuary.


	16 May 2009
	UCAM AGM, and UCAM AGM Dinner at the Chakri Palace KLCC – RM65.00/person – 7 course Thai food.


	29 May 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks.



	26 June 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks.




	25 July 2009
	Proposed All New Zealand Universities Alumni Networking Dinner at the New Zealand Residence, No. 15, Jalan Langgak Golf, 55100 Kuala Lumpur. Tentative – still to be confirmed.


	31 July 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks.



	15 August 2009
	New Zealand Annual Dinner & Dance organized by the MNZCC at the Shangri-La Hotel – RM270.00 (member) RM300.00 (non-member). 619 attended in 2007 and 630 in 2008.


	28 August 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks.



	25 September 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks.



	30 October 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks.



	27 November 2009
	New Zealand Monthly Networking Drinks.



	4 December 2009
	MANZA, MNZCC & MABC Christmas Drinks – coordinated by MANZA, at either the New Zealand or the Australian Residence, hosted by the respective High Commissioner (rotated every year – this year at the New Zealand Residence).



The UC has been very supportive of UCAM, as we are based in Malaysia, as the UC and UCAM would like to reach out to all UC Alumni in Malaysia, with the objective of maintaining regular contact, and regular opportunities to meet, through various events.

Attached is the Membership Form for UCAM.

We hope that you find our invitation of interest, and we welcome emails and phone calls to follow up on any matters.
We look forward to receiving any enquiries, and your completed Membership Forms.

Many thanks indeed.

UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY ALUMNI, MALAYSIA

Richard Tankersley

RICHARD TANKERSLEY

President

Tel: 03 2141 0822

Fax: 03 2141 0843

H/P: 019 221 2222
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